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New product saves city funds

Less costly, eco-friendly
asphalt alternative to
be used in parking lot.

By Cristina Pefia
cpena@acnnewspapers.com

Pflugerville has recent-

ly prided itself in cutting the '
| city tax rate for 10 yearsina

| row. With recent construction
| projects, city staff is showcas-
ing how the city cuts spend-
ing while maintaining quali-
ty of life.

The Pflugerville City Coun-
cilawarded a construction
contract at its Jan. 14 meet-
ing to Terra Pave Internation-

al, which will construct 37
new parking spaces at Lake
Pflugerville. The company
specializes in a water-based
polymer alternative to as-
phalt, which saved the city
$20,000. The $129,000 proj-
ect will begin Feb. 3 and is
funded by the General Capital
Reserve budget.

The company, sponsored
by the University of Texas,
has sold its product to multi-
ple Texas municipalities, in-
cluding Austin, which is test-
ing the product in a parking
lot. The Texas Department of
Transportation is also testing
the product on a section of
state Highway 195 in Florence.

Pflugerville Assistant City

| Manager Trey Fletcher said
| the lake parking lot was an
ideal location for the new
product because of the park-
ing lot’s predictable traffic
pattern without high traffic or
heavy loads.

“There’s always a risk in
trying something new, but
we are working regionally
to look at innovative ways to
construct,” he said. “The city
maintains many parking lots
and this provided an opportu-
nity to use a more innovative
product in a lower-risk envi-
ronment.”

Pflugerville Engineer Dan
Franz learned about the prod-

uct through a presentation by
Terra Pave at a Capital Area
Pavement Engineering Coun-
cil meeting. While the prod-
uct is still fairly new, he said
testing out new developments
in engineering is an effective
way to save money and stay

| in-the-know with engineering

trends.

“Itis important to use and
explore new products be-
cause engineering, develop-
ment and construction are
forever evolving,” he said.
“Building methods used to-
day are different than in years
past. Private development has
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been using this type of
product for years while
government agencies like
Pflugerville, TxDOT, Tra-
vis County and Austin
are exploring its use with
samples and test sec-

tions.”

According to Ter-
ra Pave Internation-
al, the product is not
petroleum-based. It is
eco-friendly by “evapo-
rating only water during
the curing process and
emitting no volatile or-
ganic compounds.”

“(It) provides many of

the same qualities of as-
phalt with less materi-

al and therefore a lower
cost,” Franz said. “The
polymer is water-based,
which has many environ-
mental benefits, com-

ors, which could be used
by various organizations
or schools. But the Lake
Pflugerville parking lot
will be a traditional black
and white to mesh with
the current theme in the

pared to oil-based prim-  area.
ers and asphalt.”

The product also Contact Cristina Pefa at 512-
comes in multiple col- 255-5827.




